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George Peabody (1795-1869), an Ameri-
can merchant and philanthropist, He served
for a time in the War of 1812 and after-
wards became head
of a large dry-goods
business, with
branches in New
York, Philadelphia
and Baltimore. He
founded the firm of
George Peabody &
Company in London
and there spent his ,
last years. His most
important donation
was made for the ad-
vancement of educa-
tion in the South,
though he gave large sums elsewhere to pro-
mote the arts and sciences.
PEACE, breach of the. Any person
who disturbs public tranquillity by taking
part in a riot, affray or other disorderly
demonstration commits a breach of the peace
and is accountable to the law. A breach of
the peace may be criminal or non-criminal.
Criminal breaches of the peace include the
riotous destruction of property and threat
to kill; non-criminal breaches include brawls
in public places, congregating in unlawful
assemblies, tumultuous petitioning, spread-
ing false news, and so on. The law provides
each law-abiding citizen the right to live in
peace, and any person f o-und maliciously and
persistently interfering with his enjoyment
of it may be punished by fine or jail sen-
tence, or both.
PEACE, LEAGUE TO ENFORCE. See
league to enforce peace.
PEACE CONFERENCE, international,
a conference of the leading nations which
has assembled at different times at The
Hague, the ultimate purpose of which was
to establish permanent peace throughout the
world. The initiative in the movement was
taken by Nicholas II, czar of Russia, in 1898,
and the first conference met May 18,1899.
The nations represented were the six great
European powers and eight smaller Euro-
pean states, four Asiatic governments, China,
Japan, Persia and Siam, and the United
States and Mexico. The conference imme-
diately appointed committees and sub-corn*
mittees, who went into secret session to receive
various propositions upon the particular line
of work each was to consider. The general
 conference met every few days to hear and
discuss the reports of these committees. On
the 29th of July the congress was brought to
a close. The three great questions consid-
ered were—disarmament, more humane regu-
lations in warfare, and mediation and arbi-
tration.
In regard to disarmament the delegates con-
tented themselves with a declaration of the
desirability of an arrest in the increase of
the armaments. They also signed resolutions
referring the question of the rights of neu-
trals and private property and of bombard-
ment to a future conference and urging a
reduction in the military and naval budgets.
The rest of their work consisted of three
declarations, against (1) the use of balloons
for dropping explosives; (2) the use of
shells which give forth deadly gases; (3)
the use of bullets which expand when they
strike the human body. The American and
English delegates declined to sign the second
and third clauses of this agreement. The
powers, besides, signed three "conventions,"
one of which applied the humane provisions
of the Geneva Convention to naval warfare.
Another embodies a perfected code of the
rules of war (see international law).
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PEACE PALACE AT THE HAGUE
The convention making arbitration an in-
ternational duty, and providing a permanent
court of arbitration to sit at The Hague, was
perhaps its greatest achievement. This con-
vention also made it the duty of all govern*
inents to encourage the submission of dis-
putes to the court, and provided for the
elaboration of a complete code of arbitration
procedure. This convention was in the form
of a treaty and was ratified by the United
States Senate February 5^ 1900.
At a second conference, held in 1907, forty-
five nations were represented. This confer-
ence adopted thirteen conventions Intended

